
 

 

Hello! 

This packet contains 

important information 

about the audition 

process, rehearsals, 

and the 

performances. Please 

read this before you 

fill out the application 

or sign up online. 
 



 

 

 

Welcome to Auditions for 

Once Upon a Mattress Jr. 
General auditions will be held on: 

Saturday June 27 and June 28 11 am – 2pm 

Location: Sierra School of Performing Arts, 500 East Moana Lane, Reno   

Auditions are open to kids and teens (age 8 -18). We are looking for talented, hard-

working actors, singers, and dancers.  We would like everyone to prepare an individual 

comedic monologue, memorized, and 32 bars (about 1 minute) of a song from a 

musical. We highly recommend you choose a song that shows your skills as both an 

actor and a singer.  We recommend you bring your own sheet music, or 

accompaniment or karaoke track on a phone, for the audition. If you are a dancer, and 

not a singer, please audition anyway, just let us know you are a dancer.  We often cast 

dancers regardless of their singing ability. Callbacks are tentatively scheduled for July 

12.  

To schedule an audition time, go to our website: www.sierraschoolofperformingarts.org, 

and click the Request Time Slot button on the home page or audition info page. If all 

time slots are full, check back again as we will be adding times if audition slots fill up. 

Before you sign up for an audition, please be sure you are available for the entire 

rehearsal and performance schedule. See the schedule below and fill out the 

application form including your conflicts clearly notated and bring it, along with your 

resume and headshot (5 X 7 is preferred).  Please arrive at least 10 minutes before your 

audition time.  If you absolutely cannot attend any of our audition dates, please email us 

at info@sierraaschoolofperformingarts.org. We may be able to make other 

arrangements or offer you a video audition. 

 

Callbacks  

Shortly after the general audition, an email will be sent out with callback information, 

including who will need to attend the callback audition, what time, and what, if anything, 

to prepare. We will do our best to accommodate your schedule if you let us know ahead 



 

 

of time if you have a conflict on July 12; in most cases attending the callback is 

essential to securing a lead role. You may be asked to prepare a part of the script or a 

song or songs and a dance.  

DO NOT FORGET TO CHECK YOUR EMAIL AFTER THE AUDITION FOR THE 

CALLBACK INFORMATION! 

Rehearsals/ Schedule Conflicts/Absences 

Very important to know before you audition: tech week will begin on January 2. 

Rehearsals will be held at Sierra School of Performing Arts, 500 E. Moana Lane, Reno, 

Nevada until tech week. Rehearsals will be scheduled on Saturday afternoons (probably 

1pm - 5pm) and Tuesday evenings, 5:30-8:30pm. See the complete rehearsal schedule 

with all scheduled performance dates included in this packet.  (This schedule is 

provided for your general information, and is subject to change.) Not everyone will be 

called for every rehearsal, but you are asked to be available during those times. During 

tech/dress week you will be called every night.   

Cast members will receive weekly schedules that give a detailed breakdown of the 

schedule for that week’s rehearsal, taking into account conflicts and the needs of the 

production.  We respect your time and try our best to schedule rehearsals efficiently. 

All known or anticipated conflicts from September - January 10 (except for school 

holiday breaks)  must be listed on the application.  Please be forthright in listing your 

conflicts.  We may not be able to cast you in a lead or featured role if you are going to 

miss more than three rehearsals.  

You must be able to attend all performances. If you are cast in the show and you must 

miss a rehearsal for an unexpected reason, we expect you will let us know as soon as 

possible.  We reserve the right to change your part, or replace you entirely, if you miss 

too many rehearsals or do not communicate with us sufficiently about absences.  

CASTING WILL BE BASED ON TALENT AND ABILITY, YOUR FIT FOR THE ROLE, 

AND YOUR AVAILABILITY. 

 

Release of Cast List 

Once the show has been cast, everyone who auditioned will be notified of the results 

within about 7 days.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK YOUR EMAIL!  If you are 

offered a role in the show whether it is a principal role or ensemble, you must reply to 

the email to either accept or turn down the offer. Please do not discuss casting with 

anyone until the official cast announcement has been made public! 

 



 

 

Production Help and Fees 

We are a nonprofit teaching organization that relies on grants, donations, production 

fees, and ticket sales to be able to continue offering performance opportunities to the 

many talented people we have in this area.  Our production fee of $125 per cast 

member goes toward expenses such as costuming, set construction, and personnel 

stipends. If this fee is a hardship, please reach out - we have monies set aside for 

financial aid. We may also ask that you volunteer to help with some of the needs of the 

production if you can: loading in the set, painting, building sets or props, final strike, and 

of course promoting the show. Do let us know if you or your parent has a special skill or 

talent that could help us. 

Behavior 

Our goal is for our cast and crew to have a great experience while putting on a fabulous 

show.  We expect all cast members to be kind, considerate, and courteous, and to treat 

all cast and crew, theater spaces, props, and costumes with respect. 

 

Roles to be cast: 

Prince Dauntless — A handsome, young prince who desperately wants to get married, but is 

prevented by his mother's strict tests that she gives to all potential candidates. Role: Lead Sex: M 

Voice: Baritone (A3 to E4)  

Princess Winnifred the Woebegone — An outspoken, strong, and optimistic princess from the 

swamp lands. She also wants to get married, but must go through the queen's unfair test as well. 

Role: Lead Sex: F Voice: Belt (A3 to D♭ 5)  

Queen Aggravain — The loud, talkative woman who really rules the country. She is trying to 

keep her son, Prince Dauntless, from getting married. Role: Lead Sex: F Voice: Alto (A3 to B4)  

Jester — An energetic and peppy person who is the King's right-hand man. The Jester plots with 

the Minstrel to spoil the Queen's plans. Role: Supporting Sex: M or F Voice: Tenor (D♭ 3 to A♭ 

4) Dancing: Intense  

King Sextimus the Silent — A kind, expressive, and playful man who is silent due to a curse 

placed upon him by a witch before the birth of Dauntless. Role: Supporting Sex: M Voice: Mute 

Dancing: Light  

Lady Larken — A beautiful woman who desperately wants to marry Sir Harry because she is 

about to have his baby. Role: Supporting Sex: F Voice: Soprano (D♭ 4 to A♭ 5)  

Minstrel — The narrator of the story. He becomes smitten with Lady Larken and tries to 

persuade her to flee to Normandy with him. Role: Supporting Sex: M Voice: Tenor (D3 to A♭ 4)  

Sir Harry — The macho, romantic knight who decides to leave the kingdom to search for a 

princess. Harry cannot marry Lady Larken until Dauntless has found a suitable bride. Role: 

Supporting Sex: M Voice: Tenor (C3 to G4)  



 

 

Wizard — The egotistical, ex-performer who directly serves the Queen. Role: Supporting Sex: 

M Voice: Baritone (low: A2)  

Kitchen Wench — A woman chased around the castle by King Sextimus. Role: Cameo Sex: F 

Voice: N/A  

Lady Lucille — A lady-in-waiting. Role: Cameo Sex: F Voice: N/A  

Lady Mabelle — A beautiful woman with a french accent. Role: Cameo Sex: F Voice: Alto 

Dancing: Medium  

Lady Merril — A lady-in-waiting. Role: Cameo Sex: F Voice: N/A  

Lady Rowena — A lady-in-waiting. Role: Cameo Sex: F Voice: N/A  

Nightengale of Smarkand — A royal pet that sings a lullaby to put Winnifred to sleep. Role: 

Cameo Sex: F Voice: Soprano (B3 to G5)  

Princess No. 12 — A ditsy princess Role: Cameo Sex: F Voice: N/A  

Sir Studley — A member of the court who dances. Role: Cameo Sex: M Voice: N/A Dancing: 

Medium  

An ensemble of Ladies-in-waiting, Knights, Soldiers, Servants, Musicians 

 

 

Performances 

There will be 4 scheduled public performances, tentatively set for January 8,9,10, and 

one school matinee during the day on Friday January 8. 

 

Please refer to the calendar below to list any anticipated conflicts on the 

audition application form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mattress Rehearsal Schedule 

(subject to change) 

 

Day Date Time 

Sunday 7-12 Call Backs (tentatively 1:00p – 5:00p) 

Tuesday 9/1 1st Cast  and parent meeting and Read 
Through 6-8p 

Tuesday  9/8  first rehearsal 5:30-8:30 

Tuesdays and 
Saturdays 

*9/8 – 12/19 Tuesdays 5:30-8:30pm 

Saturdays 1-5pm 

  *Fall Break, Thanksgiving, Christmas break – NO REHEARSAL 

UNR Redfield THEATER 

( times listed are not necessarily actors’ call times and are subject to change) 

Saturday  January 2  Load in 

Sunday  January 3 Tech rehearsal TBD 

Monday January 4 Tech Rehearsal 6-9:30 

Tuesday January 5 Tech rehearsal 6-9:30 

Wednesday  January 6 5-9:30 Tech 

Thursday  January 7 Dress rehearsal/all tech run 5-9:30p 

Friday  January 8 School matinee (tentative)  

Friday January 8 Opening Night 7:00p  

Saturday January 9 Show #2 Matinee (3pm) 

Saturday  January 9 Show #3 7:00pm 



 

 

Sunday  January 10 Show #4 3pm; Strike 4:30-5:30 

 


